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Parent & Family Engagement for Harrisburg Elementary School is an arrangement that encourages relationships, collaboration, and a shared responsibility that begins at birth and continues through life among the school, family, and community. It meets the diverse needs of all children/families in obtaining a quality life and a quality, equitable education. To support the whole child in becoming college, career, and community ready, there must be effective two-way communication, meaningful partnerships, and cultural understanding.

Assistant Principal and Parent Center Facilitator Debra Mangis, has been working throughout the year with Connie Combs, Parent Coordinator, to promote cooperation among the school, home, and community to increase student achievement. The Harrisburg Elementary campus houses the Parent Center for the Harrisburg School District. Designated mini-stations are located in both the middle school and high school libraries. The Parent Center contains materials covering a variety of helpful topics for parents. Access to these materials help strengthen the bond between school and home.

Monthly newsletters are sent home from the parent center keeping parents informed of upcoming events at school. "FunBrain," "PBS for Parents," "Scholastic," and "Time for Kids Teacher's Homepage,” and “National Geographic Kids” are internet sites parents may access on our Little Stinger News webpage to assist students with math, spelling, and other academic areas. Harrisburg Elementary and Harrisburg Library continue to utilize their Facebook pages to provide announcements regarding upcoming events and the Remind app simply reminds parents of other school news. Parents also have access to numerous other activities and materials crossing all curricular areas available for checkout in the Parent Center.
Home/school connections continue to be enhanced through the use of technology. All students have adequate access to technology in the form of iPods, iPads, Chrome Books, and Smart Boards. IPods and iPads are utilized from music lessons to sharing slideshows to podcasts and more. The iPods portability and digital content storage make it a great educational and fun tool for student use. We are in the fifth year of our EAST program which uses technology to promote collaboration, higher order thinking, and problem solving. Students independently select appropriate technology tools to obtain, analyze, synthesize, and assimilate information while at the same time helping their community and/or school. EAST hosts an annual “EAST Night Out” and students have the opportunity to present their projects to parents and other EAST students. The EAST Initiative is supported by a dynamic collaboration of government, education, and business partnerships that share a common goal of striving to make a difference in the lives of children and their communities.
    
 H.E.S. students continue to strive to be Respectful, Responsible, and Ready by continuing to integrate Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS). PBIS is a school-wide approach to creating a safer and more effective school environment. PBIS focuses on improving a school's ability to teach and support the positive behavior of all students. It is an evidence-based practice that enhances the capacity of schools to educate all students, especially students with challenging social behaviors. PBIS is a positive and proactive way of addressing student behavior by focusing on teaching, modeling, acknowledging, and reinforcing expected behaviors. Celebrations are scheduled throughout the school year and Mystery Events are held monthly.
Extensive efforts are made each week to highlight special projects, activities, and events happening across the school district on Facebook and on the Little Stinger News webpage (www.harrisburgelementary.org). Research indicates that there is a positive relationship between high student achievement and the high expectations and educational involvement of parents. When schools, parents, and communities work together in partnership, our children succeed. Creating and maintaining a positive focus on school and community relations provides another avenue for all stakeholders within the learning community to share in student success.
HES was awarded with the 21st Century After School Program Grant who’s primary objective is to provide academic interventions in the areas of reading and math to targeted students in need of the intervention. Additionally, the 21st Century Community Learning Centers offer students a broad array of additional services, programs, and activities, such as youth development activities, drug and violence prevention programs, counseling programs, art, music, and recreation programs, technology education programs, and character education programs, that are designed to reinforce and complement the regular academic program of participating students.
A stroll through the school hallways always gives evidence of active learning with teachers and students engaged in the learning process. Vibrant displays of special projects depict events of the school day and all that is involved in our commitment to provide a quality education for ALL children in a safe environment. We strive to provide a relevant and challenging curriculum for each student which allows them to develop skills needed to be a responsible, productive citizen in our ever-changing world.
Programs which focus on promoting positive behavior and high attendance among the student population become successful through the joint efforts of parent volunteers, community resources, and the financial support of various civic organizations. The Parent and Family Engagement Plan of Harrisburg School District recognizes the value in shared responsibility of school and family during the time a child spends in school. Engaging parents is essential to improving student achievement, a continuous goal for everyone involved.
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